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During a speech to campesinos in Tenango del Valle region, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari
said Mexico will import no corn and beans in 1991, marking the first year of self-sufficiency in these
crops since 1970. Last year corn imports totaled 4.1 million metric tons. According to Agriculture
Secretary (SARH) Carlos Hank Gonzalez, in 1989 corn farmers produced 11 million MT. In 1990, the
government raised its price guarantee for corn by 40%, and domestic corn output increased to 14.6
million MT. The 1989 bean harvest totaled 589,000 MT. In 1990, a higher price floor led to output
of 1.287 million MT. Some experts are skeptical about the government's figures. According to Jose
Luis Calva, agricultural economics professor at the National Autonomous University of Mexico
(UNAM), "self-sufficiency" in corn and beans has been achieved thanks to a dramatic reduction in
per capita consumption. In 1981-82, average per capita consumption of corn was 207.5 kg. per year,
and for beans, 162.5 kg. In contrast, the 1989-90 figures were 21 kg. and 12 kg., for corn and beans,
respectively. A report released by the president's office said improved corn and bean harvests are
part of an overall positive trend in agriculture. In 1990, the sectoral growth rate was 4%, the first
positive rate since 1987. Agricultural GDP in 1988 dropped by 4%, and in 1989, by 4.4%. Next, in
1990 the sector registered a $50.3 million trade surplus, compared to deficits of $127 million and $288
million in 1988 and 1989, respectively. Agriculture Minister Gonzalez predicts 1991 food imports
at only 60% of 1990 levels. Within two years, he claims, Mexico will attain self-sufficiency in rice
and wheat. (Sources: El Nacional, 07/18/91; Agence France-Presse, 08/06/91; El Financiero, 07/18/91,
08/08/91, 08/13/91; La Jornada, 07/18/91, 08/08/91; Uno Mas Uno, 08/08/91)
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